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"This is the first time we have seen ants capable of building a trap to
ambush and capture prey," says researcher Jéréme Orivel from the
University of Toulouse, France, whose report is published in this
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initial capture the process becomes slow," says Orivel. "The prey is

either cut into pieces or moved as a whole to where the ants are

living." They then feed the bits of protein to their young.
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The ants, studied in French Guiana, also farm a certain fungus on
their host plant. Researchers believe the fungus is transported from
plant to plant by the colony's queen. The mould is spread on top of =+ Post a job for free
the ants' trap to reinforce its structure, as it hardens into a

fibreglass-like material. "The fact that they manipulate fungus to build
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Orivel's team says it has recently discovered that another, similar

species of ants, Allomerus octoarticulatus, is capable of performing
the same trick, although their traps seem to be smaller. He plans to
study this species next. ':J RSS Feeds
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